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Catholic Emancipation must be carried, and his one
great concern was in the question, Who is the best
man to carry it ? He decided that for many reasons
he himself was not that man. He was strongly of
opinion that the difficulties in the way of passing
such a measure through the House of Commons and
through the House of Lords would be enormously
increased if the measure were to be introduced by
one on whom the Tories of both Houses had long
relied as the strongest bulwark against the Catholic
agitation. He had many personal objections to the
undertaking of a task which would of necessity
compel him to enter into negotiations with the
Catholic leaders and to discuss possible compromises ;
but these personal objections would have counted for
little with him if he could persuade himself that
he was the most suitable person to conduct such
negotiations, and to consider suggested compromises.
He took it for granted that he must, during his long-
career as a Tory statesman, have aroused a hostile
feeling against him in the minds of the Irish Catholic
leaders, and he firmly believed that a measure
brought in by some Minister more popular in
Ireland would be welcomed with more gratefulness
and more cordiality by O'Connell and his associates
in the Catholic movement. Peel's intention was,
therefore, to resign his office, and leave some states-
man who might be considered better fitted for the
task to bring in the measure for Catholic Emanci-
pation. Peel's own idea was that Earl Grey, who
had always been an advocate of civil and religious
liberty, would be the best man whom the King could